FRESNO GYRO CLUB HISTORY 

The Fresno Gyro Club was chartered on October 15, 1964. The club was sponsored by President George Maxon of the Oakland and seconded by President Robert Bowman of the San Jose Club. The installation of the new officers was held on October 31st. The event was held in the Lantern Room of the Towne and Country Lodge. There were 17 original members, and they were from a cross section of the community. They worked in public relations, public utility, the dairy, the redevelopment agency, automobile dealers, City of Fresno, a liquor store, a bank, law office, County of Fresno waterworks, real estate, orthopedics, a funeral home and a construction company. The first club president was Richard H. Swartz (Betty) who worked in Public Relations at the Fresno Trade Club. The first Secretary was John F. Guzzo (Dixie) who worked for Producers Dairy Delivery. John served as District IX Governor in 1972-73, and he became the youngest Gyro International President for the 1978-79 term. In 1979, he attended the first installation of the Northwest Indiana Gyro Club that his brother Bob helped organize. At the time of the installation of officers, the District IX Governor was Alfred S. Capelli, Piedmont, California, and the International President was George N. Steinhauer, Denver, Colorado. 

Since the original club began, the number of members has fluctuated, but it is still healthy, and the members are still following the Original Objectives of Gyro that follow: 1. The promulgation of friendship between individuals, states, provinces and nations. 2. The cementing of relationships and establishment of co-operation between Gyro Clubs. 3. The awakening and maintenance of interest in public affairs, citizenship, good government and civic and community activities. and 4. The preservation and extension of the principles and ideals of Gyro.

The Fresno Club has always been active and very supportive of District IX, and Gyro International. Fresno Club members who have served as District Governor are as follows: Richard H. Swartz (1968-69); 2. John F. Guzzo (1972-73); 3. Col. Fred C. Hasse (1978-79); 4. Jack H. Selvian (1996-97); 5. Robert A. Torgerson (1987-88); 6. Robert C. Young (1991-92); 7. Gerald A. Sprayberry (1996-97); 8. Kenneth A. Luft (2001-02); 9. Larry L. Duba (2006-07), and Lowell Gist (2011- 2012 & 2016-17). Larry Duba is currently the Lt Governor, and it is planned that he will be installed as Governor in 2025.

At the International Convention held in San Diego in June 2009, the Fresno Club received the award for the highest increase in membership for a small club. At the same convention, Larry Duba was selected as the Third Vice President of Gyro International. Larry was installed at the Gyro International Convention held in Cincinnati, Ohio as International President for 2012-2013 which was the 100th Anniversary year for Gyro International. 

In keeping with the long tradition begun by other Fresno Club members, current members continue to take leadership roles in our great Fraternity of Friendship which is “Dedicated to Friendship and Fun”. The current officers of the Fresno Gyro Club are as follows: Lowell Gist, President; Bruce McKee, Vice President; Chad Kreller, Treasurer; and Larry Duba, Secretary.
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